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RISKS & CONCERNS 

 

All too often in the estate planning process, clients discover other, more pressing 
concerns than the one that caused them to begin the planning process in the first 
place. Review the following risks, identifying those which concern you the most.   

  Level of Concern (if any) 

  None Low Med High 

Tax Concerns     

Risk of IRS “inheriting” too much of your estate after death 9 9 9 9 

Risk of beneficiaries paying penalties or unnecessary income tax 
on inherited IRAs or other retirement accounts after death 

9 9 9 9 

     

Family Concerns     

Risk of persons other than those you select gaining custody of 
your minor children 

9 9 9 9 

Risk that your  spouse will not enjoy same lifestyle after your 
death 

9 9 9 9 

Risk that loved ones will not know anything about your financial 
affairs and will be overwhelmed if something happens to you 

9 9 9 9 

Risk that assets left to spouse could unintentionally pass to 
second family on spouse’s remarriage 

9 9 9 9 

Risk of child (or other beneficiary) losing inheritance to 
creditors, lawsuits or divorcing spouse 

9 9 9 9 

Risk of child (or other beneficiary) losing inheritance as a result 
of the mismanagement of money 

9 9 9 9 

Risk that child’s education will not be paid for 9 9 9 9 

Risk of unnecessary litigation from heirs who receive less than 
they think they are entitled to 

9 9 9 9 

Risk that heirs will not fully understand the values and the 
virtues used to create the inheritance 

9 9 9 9 

Risk that an unintended person may receive assets from your 
estate 

9 9 9 9 

Risk that your parents (who need financial assistance) are not 
provided for 

9 9 9 9 

Risk that loved ones will not have trusted professional to work 
with after your death 

9 9 9 9 
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RISKS & CONCERNS 
(CONTINUED)   

 

 Level of Concern (if any) 

  None Low Med High 

Disability Concerns     

Risk of loss of control over your assets in the event of disability 9 9 9 9 

Risk of court intervention in the event of incapacity 9 9 9 9 

Risk of receiving unwanted medical efforts to save your life 9 9 9 9 

Risk that health care personnel will not disclose health care 
information to your family because of privacy laws 

9 9 9 9 

Risk that court will intervene to make medical decisions for you 9 9 9 9 

     

Creditor Concerns     

Risk of frivolous lawsuits 9 9 9 9 

Risk of loss of assets going to nursing home 9 9 9 9 

Risk that joint owner of your property could expose your 
property to his or her creditors or to a lawsuit 

9 9 9 9 

Risk of children’s actions creating liability for you 9 9 9 9 

Risk of lawsuit in your business creating potential loss of 
personal assets 

9 9 9 9 

     

Post-Death Concerns     

Risk of unnecessary costs and delays associated with the estate 
passing through probate court 

9 9 9 9 

Risk of having to sell assets in a “fire sale” to create cash to pay 
taxes and expenses 

9 9 9 9 

Risk that the person charged with managing your affairs will 
innocently make mistakes and be personally liable for mistakes 

9 9 9 9 

Risk of private matters being made unnecessarily public 9 9 9 9 

 


